Experience of surgical treatment for chronic idiopathic constipation.
Chronic idiopathic constipation requires surgical treatment in some rare cases. Seven such patients are presented. Subtotal colectomy was performed in six of them and left hemicolectomy in one. All patients were satisfied, with 1-6 bowel movements daily, and none had complications necessitating surgery. Subtotal colectomy seems to be the preferable operation.